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I believe that if students are unable to communicate what they know either via written 

or verbal communication, then it is as if one does not know it at all. Therefore, I structure my 

courses so that students are able to effectively communicate the subject knowledge learned. I 

would consider my approach to be active-learning, where the students are engaged both in and 

out of the classroom. Outside the classroom, currently, in the course I teach, Environmental 

Biology, the students engage in pre-lecture assignments before the class, where they watch 

several videos to bring each student up to the same speed of knowledge. The use of 

instructional multimedia to introduce key vocabulary and concepts to the students before 

allows for more time during class to go into a deeper discussion of the material. In the 

classroom, in addition to a traditional lecture format, we use TopHat, a platform similar to i-

clicker but one that allows the students to use either their phone, tablet or laptop to respond to 

questions with more than a multiple choice or true/false answer. The questions used are 

expected to invoke deep thinking and facilitate discussion within the classroom.  I expect 

students not to simply be able to regurgitate knowledge but to demonstrate a 

comprehension of the facts. 

Although Environmental Biology is a 100-level course, the material covered necessitates 

a higher level of Bloom’s taxonomy than “remembering”. The subject matter of this course 

requires the student to understand and apply knowledge. Much of the class focuses on issues 

of environmental biology and the role humans play, with an emphasis on what we can do to 

lessen our impact on the earth. We use examples to relate how these concepts matter in the 

student’s life. It is worth the time spent finding current examples of occurrences related to the 

topic at hand to engage the students.  

Most courses I have taken as a student, required a final essay or research paper, with 

the traditional approach of choosing a topic, writing a brief outline and then turning in the 

paper at the end of the semester with no feedback throughout the process from either the 

instructor or peers. I believe this does a disservice to the students and does not prepare them 

for the reality of a large project with the thinking that a 1st draft is a final draft.  In a sense, I 

have turned this process around, where in the course I taught, have the students decide their 
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topic very early in the semester, and halfway through the semester the students turn in a first 

draft. The method by which I provided feedback was in a sense with virtual office hours with 

each student where I recorded a session with me going over their paper allowing for both 

verbal and written feedback. The written feedback is provided in the form of three major points 

where the purpose is to improve the overall idea and not focus on small details. Students also 

undergo the process of peer review where they each review each other paper, a collaborative 

process that gives each student an opportunity to learn from one another and to think 

carefully about their writing.  

In my current course where I serve as a teaching assistant, we evaluate the students’ 

learning using both multiple choice questions and short answer with the goal of using several 

different platforms, so as to cater to the learning preferences of all students. However, as an 

adjunct instructor at College of Lake County, my exams were purely short answer/essay and my 

students excelled. Since I want the students to be able to communicate their knowledge in 

written form, I must assess their ability in the same way. Therefore I gear every assignment 

toward the level of Bloom’s taxonomy desired, so that students will gain practice achieving that 

level. This practice was incorporated in my course design where at the beginning of each class, 

we reviewed the previous lecture using two short answer questions to gauge understanding of 

the material. Not only do I use this time to gauge understanding,    I believe that when you set 

expectations and keep the students to them, then the students will rise to meet them. 

Overall, I think that my role as teacher is to be a facilitator in student learning where I 

present the course content through a multitude of learning strategies. By giving the students 

multiple activities to practice retrieving knowledge from their memory, students are better able 

to retain that knowledge. My use of technology allows students to interact with the material 

both in and out of the classroom through various platforms allowing for effective engagement. 

Students also learn how to effectively communicate their knowledge through both written and 

oral mediums, engaging in semester-long projects which expose them to the process of peer-

review, revisions and presentation.  


